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This circular provides information on grant funding being awarded to fire and rescue authorities in relation to the New Dimension programme, for enhanced command support and urban search and rescue, and the development of an enhanced decontamination capability.

1.0 Background
1.1 The New Dimension programme, as a collaboration between Communities and Local Government (CLG) and the Fire and Rescue Service (FRS), has enhanced the ability of the FRS to respond to major disruptive events involving CBRN (chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear) material, collapsed or unstable structures, and to displace large volumes of water.

1.2 Government has invested over £200 million in the New Dimension capability, of which most has been directly spent through national procurement of equipment, training and other areas. CLG is committed to providing new burdens funding in recognition of the additional costs faced by fire and rescue authorities (FRAs) as a result of hosting, and in due course owning, New Dimension assets. 

1.3 As part of cross-government resilience capabilities work, the FRS is developing a capability to decontaminate body bags. This is being led by London Fire Brigade.

1.4 This circular sets out the funding that is being awarded to FRAs for expenditure incurred or to be incurred. The areas which this Circular covers include:

· Enhanced command support training

· Incident response unit training

· Urban search and rescue (USAR) personal protective equipment

· USAR oxygen

· Development of capability to decontaminate body bags. 
2.0 Funding Approach
2.1 All funding referred to in this circular has been awarded under the provisions of section 31 of the Local Government Act 2003 and is not ring-fenced. A copy of the New Dimension Resilience and Decontamination of Fatalities Grant Determination 2007/8 (No. 31/1056), detailing amounts for individual FRAs, is attached to this circular. Funding is due to be paid into FRA accounts on 28 March 2008 via BACS.
3.0 New Dimension Enhanced Command Support Crewing
3.1 The New Dimension command and control capability has procured nine enhanced command support (ECS) vehicles, as the final capital investment in this capability. During a serious emergency, when significant FRS resources may be mobilised, ECS vehicles could deploy to strategic holding areas, supporting the incident commander and the national response by providing a resilient ECS function. The ECS capability function was successfully exercised during Exercise Orpheus, hosted by the Fire Service College earlier in March 2008.
3.2 Funding totalling £481,590 is being provided to the FRAs hosting the ECS capability to cover the costs of initial and continuation training for the crews of the nine ECS vehicles. These crews will provide a 24/7 response capability, and will be able to sustain a response for seven days at any location. 
4.0 New Dimension Incident Response Unit Training
4.1 In 2004 every FRA in England was provided with at least one incident response unit (IRU) for mass decontamination, along with the necessary initial training to operate it. In 2005/06 it was agreed that annual funding would be awarded to FRAs to ensure that IRU refresher training was undertaken and competence on the equipment maintained. Total funding amounts to £2,320,000 between all FRAs. 

5.0 New Dimension USAR Personal Protective Equipment
5.1 CLG has recognised the ongoing new burden associated with maintaining the USAR personal protective equipment and replenishing related consumables, first paying a maintenance grant for this purpose in 2006/07. The funding for 2007/08, totalling £366,990, also includes £1,305 split between host USAR FRAs to purchase essential visors to fulfil a health and safety requirement, to ensure that all USAR responders are equipped to operate safely within hazardous environments. 
6.0 New Dimension USAR Oxygen

6.1 CLG has previously required each host FRS to provide their own industrial oxygen to enable the use of particular USAR equipment and medical oxygen for USAR technicians, particularly in the event that resuscitation is required. USAR FRSs have been charged with supplying this oxygen given that most, if not all, will have their own existing oxygen suppliers which they can use. Funding is therefore being awarded to cover the costs incurred by FRAs for supplying their own oxygen for the USAR teams. Total funding amounts to £10,847 split between those FRAs hosting the USAR capability.
7.0 Decontamination of Body Bags Capability Development

7.1 As part of the cross-Government resilience capabilities programme the FRS have been asked to develop a capability to decontaminate body bags. London Fire Brigade (LFB) is taking this work forward on behalf of the FRS. Funds totalling £90,000 cover the initial costs incurred by LFB. Building on the existing interim decontamination capability, the project aims to deliver safe and effective procedures for the decontamination of body bags following a CBRN incident.
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